MX5 to Malta 2006
I've been threatening to drive down to Malta for a few years now and now the time is right.

Eastern Region sets up Eastern outpost

Wed 20th September from Gatwick to Dover for 2:10 Speedferry to Boulogne
	
	Speedferry leaving Dover
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Arrived at 3:50 local time and headed for St Quentin, boring journey through very flat and uninteresting countryside. Hotel France Angleterre typical French small hotel, very comfortable bed and the loudest toilet in the world, ate at nice place just off the market square.

Thursday 21st Onto Nuits St George, and the Hotel de Vougeot.
Another very hot day again mostly Autoroutes to speed up journey. The Burgundy area very beautiful and hundreds of Chattaux/vinyards. Accommodation very good, ate at local restaurant very good Boeuf Bourguignon but quite pricey. 
 Friday 22nd The day was spent around vineyards and a châteaux [Rochepot] lovely lunch at small village inn.

Pernand-Vergelesses
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Dinner this night at small café in Nuits ST George.

Saturday 23rd Left in good time for Faverge, super roads off the Autoroutes, ending up in a lovely village for 2 nights. Pleasant hotel in middle of village, bit noisy but comfortable, ate at local Pizzeria. 
Sunday 24th Drove the passes towards Chamonix, great driving, the ‘5 was made for these roads. 

lazy afternoon and evening. Near the village of Flumet
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Monday 25th  We had planned to cross into Italy via the Petit St Bernard pass, but cloud cover was down to about 50ft so we chose to use main roads. To Cassine rained very heavily , so Autostrada all the way. 
	
	No visibility on the Autostrada
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Great accommodation at La Chicca, and good pizza in Aqua Terme in the evening.
Tuesday 26th On to Montepulciano, again another wet day for the most part, arrived at Hotel Sangallo mid afternoon. Montepulciano a lovely walled town, well worth a visit. Hotel Sangallo very disappointing, twin beds pushed together, sandpaper sheets, no hot water for washing etc. Very good local restaurant [3 Stellas], we ate very well.

Wednesday 27th To Casino, via Monte Cassino, tried the road up to the monastery, but very potholed so gave up.
The town of Cassino, is a dreadful place, so went on. Some good roads off the Autoroutes, the only ones we found in Italy that felt safe, very quiet and lots of  very fast curves. We ended up in Hotel La Piana, Amorosi. Nice hotel, gave us disabled room so I could fit in shower!!!!!...........typical Italian plumbing, looks good but shower flooded bathroom!!

Thursday 28th Drive to Aquappesa and the Hotel Picolo Mondo. Dreadful journey through outskirts of Naples and we aborted the planned trip to Sorrento and the drive down the Amalfi Coast. Not scared as such, but not prepared to risk my life with a bunch of lunatic Italian drivers. 
Disappointed with the coast roads, poor surfaces and lots of blind corners. The beaches were very poor in this area too.

Most things so far in Italy have been the same…….lovely views, lousy roads, dangerous drivers and inadequate plumbing……………never again. The ferry to Genoa sounds very attractive for the return journey.
Friday 29th Down  to Tropea. This time the Bussola Restaurant and hotel. Reasonable journey although the place was quite a challenge to find!   A nice hotel with friendly people on reception who speak a little English (
Rooms ok, and good shower. Food not brilliant in restaurant, so will go out for Pizza tomorrow night.
Saturday 30th A day in the Tropea region, very pretty to look at, but such a filthy place. Rubbish everywhere, in all the road pull offs, in the hedges and a general air of decay. I know that this is the poorest region in Italy, but a real disappointment.
Sunday 1st October Similar day to yesterday, lazed round pool in afternoon.

Monday 2nd Big day today. First to Villa San Giovanni to catch the ferry to Sicily, and then a long, very hot drive to Pozzallo for the evening ferry to Malta. Mount Etna very spectacular, with a huge plume of smoke coming from the cone on top. Good roads in the main, but too hot to go far with the top down.
	
	The Eastern Region in Pozzallo


[image: image5.jpg]



The ferry was excellent and we arrived in Malta at 23:30, and so to the aptly named British Hotel for the night.

Tuesday 3rd Finally a short drive the length of Malta to Cirkewwa to catch the final ferry to Gozo. Blue Bell set wheels onto the Island of Gozo at approx 11:30 local time.
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	Blue belle on the dockside in Mgarr Gozo

The Eastern Region has established it’s Gozo chapter at last!




Observations

Cash is king, some small hotels and restaurants will not take credit/debit cards.

Italian drivers bunch of idiots in general.

French drivers much more sensible and friendly.

Roadster a wonderful ambassador.

The majority of  Italian towns and cities that we saw were filthy, and most seem to have a problem with vagrants. 
Don’t go anywhere within 75k’s of Naples.
Make sure you have mains adaptors for France/Italy, impossible to buy on continent.

Tom-Tom very good, only got lost in very small village in France, and some new roundabouts not on my maps, but mine were not the latest version.

Southern Italy and the Maltese islands are NOT Mx5 country, In the islands all the roads are lousy. 
In Italy, the Autostradas are ok in the main, but when you get off onto A+B roads they are dreadful. In comparison the byroads of France are like really good A class roads in the UK.

Use AA maps where possible, they are much better than Michelin.
Averaged 38 mpg over mixed roads.
Petrol costs about €1.20

Hotel costs averaged €64/ night and ranged between €44 and €85 excluding breakfast.
We did a lot of research on www to find good 3 star hotels and with one exception we were happy with the results. The online prices were a lot cheaper than we found at the hotels so a good saving is to be made by online booking
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