`Geoffs Roadsters travels
I bought Bluebelle in September 2000. She had spent her first ten years in Japan, before being imported into the UK by the now defunct Holbay Cars sales in Grundisburgh. I chose her because she had a very low mileage and she was Mariner BLUE!!!! Thus began an eight year love affair.
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At some point in mid 2002 I decided that I wanted some involvement with the owners club, having been a member since September 2000. So I went along to a local meeting. Later that year I heard that the Eastern Region was looking for a new co-ordinator, and the rest is history! 
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First meeting of the New Eastern Region 8 May 2003
I took early retirement at the end of 2004 intending to go and live in Gozo for at least part of the year. So with that in mind and the fact that the Region was expanding rapidly, I asked Martin Curtiss to become joint co-ordinator. The region went from strength to strength, and in 2005 I made the decision that it was time for me to depart for sunnier climes. 
My car was left with the guys at Select Imports, and I left the UK on the 11th October 2005. I spent some time in Gozo, then back to Yorkshire for the Christmas period. I then had a change of plans! An old friend invited me to go out to Australia for a long holiday, and the long holiday turned into a life changing experience. I immediately fell in love with the Sunshine Coast of Queensland, blue seas, blue skies and warm all the time. I decided to stay. 
I went back to the Uk in late september 2006 to tie up some loose ends with the sale of my house and decided that this presented the last opportunity to do a trip that I had been planning for a number of years, UK to Gozo. We had a wonderful two week journey through France and Italy and then onto Gozo via Sicily. We stayed for a couple of months before returning via ferry to Genoa, then through the French alps and so back to the UK in time for Christmas. 

In mid February we put the car into storage with Andrew Stott of Autolink,  in Southampton.
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and returned to Australia, where I completed my application for residency and decided to import Bluebelle!! I did my research and acquainted myself with all the requirements and procedures. These included informing the DVLA of my intention to export a car from the UK. and obtaining an Australian import permit.
A specialist British shipping company, Karmans, were employed to ship the car by container to Brisbane. Andrew Stott prepared Bluebelle for her journey and liaised with the shippers to load her into a container in Southampton docks. The vessel “MAERSK SEOUL” set sail on 31st August 2007 with Bluebelle aboard. 
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I monitored the passage via internet sites, and looked at the various ports of call on Google earth. I worried when the ship came out of the Suez canal that it might get hijacked, but all was well. The container was moved to “MEARSK DUNAFARE” in Singapore on the 18th September and finally arrived on schedule in Brisbane on 28th September 2007. 
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A couple of weeks delay followed, for the customs and quarantine stuff to be completed. The car was then picked up by a compliance specialist who made sure that she was suitable to be registered on the Queensland roads, and met all the Australian engineering standards. A new set of number plates 11 GEF, instead of the old C5 GGW UK plates and finally the car was ready for pickup from south Brisbane on the 24th October 2007. We drove home to the Sunshine Coast in a very untypical rain storm, but in good old Eastern Region tradition we toughed it out and arrived home in lovely sunshine.
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 A new 2 tone paint job and a supercharger have transformed the car and I’m looking forward to another 8 years of great MX5 motoring.
Bluebelle must be one of the most travelled MX 5s in the world as she started her journey from Japan in 2000 to the UK before finally ending up here in Australia in 2007.
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